
Walton -- 9th Circuit Court or

Colville Confederated Tribes v. Walton United States

I have been re-reading Walton. It is a twisted ruling. I was struck by the very last. It did
recommend the Supreme Court, not the Compact Commission.

United States Court of Appeals,
Ninth Circuit.

Argued and Submitted June 6, 1980.
Decided June 1, 1981.

Excerpt from ruling:

We ore persuaded of the correctness of our analysis snd conclusion concerning the
transferobiliy of the water rights involved in this litigution. Nevertheless, we
recognize that reusonable minds hold conflicting views. State andfederal courts, state
andfederal agencies responsible in water rights administrstion, und the numerous
Indian tribes, allottees and their trunsferees, are plagued almost on a daily basis with
the problems and uncertainties surrounding the issues discussed in this opinion. This
case presenls an appropriate vehiclefor the Supreme Court to give guidance and
stability to an area of great unresl ond uncertainly in Western water and land law. A
deJinitive resolution is overdue. The magnitude of the problem cannot be overstated.

Why would one trust such momentous issues to or upon a relatively inexperienced non-objective
counsel given birth by the Rosette Law firm? Not only to cover the limited scope of quantified
Reserved water rights as yet unquantified? But then to venture inappropriately into the no-
man's-land of treaty and aboriginal rights that might be appurtenant to treaty but not
Reserved? Where the Constitution clearly restricts States from treaty involvement? Where it
would appear that the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals is not so bold as to go? Why indeed.

Though is seems to the ubiquitous trend for governments to run over its people in contravention
of the various Constitutions, I ask you to buck that trend, deny the Compact in its present form
and seek true representative negotiations of Reserved Water Rights as they might and should
apply to the CSKT Reservation.

Christopher Chavasse, Ronan
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